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The Indigenous Physicians Association of Canada (IPAC) stands firm in defending land and water as 
foundational determinants of our collective health and well-being. 

On June 5, 2025, the Government of Ontario passed Bill 5, which enacted the Protect Ontario by 
Unleashing our Economy Act. This was an omnibus bill that grants the province sweeping authority to 
designate “special economic zones” and “trusted proponents and projects” across Ontario. These 
designations will allow certain geographic areas, corporations, and developments to bypass critical 
environmental safeguards in order to fast-track resource extraction and other economic activities. This 
legislative shift poses serious risks to ecosystems, public health, and Indigenous sovereignty. 

The Act introduces the Special Economic Zones Act and amends ten existing laws, including: 

●​ the Endangered Species Act, 
●​ the Environmental Protection Act, 
●​ the Species at Risk Conservation Trust, and 
●​ the Ontario Heritage Act. 

Prior to amendment, these laws set minimum standards for safeguarding the health, safety, and 
sustainability of communities across Ontario, including Indigenous communities. Yet even under these 
frameworks, Indigenous Peoples have endured disproportionate and often irreparable environmental 
harm. 

While the Act intends to stimulate economic growth, it does so at the expense of environmental protection 
and Indigenous rights. These decisions carry irreversible consequences for the lands, waters, and 
ecosystems that sustain human health and life itself. While short-term monetary gains may materialize, 
the losses will be felt in the air we breathe, the water we drink, and the lands that nourish our cultures, 
communities, and futures. 

IPAC demands all levels of government to fulfill their legal and ethical responsibilities: to protect the 
environment, uphold Indigenous rights, and safeguard our collective health.   

We further call on the public and the medical community to stand firmly in solidarity with Indigenous 
Nations opposing environmentally harmful projects, and to advocate for Indigenous-led approaches to 
land stewardship and sustainable economic development. We also call on all levels of 
government—federal, provincial, and municipal—to join us in this commitment. 
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